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Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

Letter from Clackmannanshire Council on the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009: Use of Energy Efficient Discount Schemes  

Section 65 
 
Following the introduction of the 2009 Act, it is understood that Council Officers at 
the time carefully considered the requirements of the act and assessed how the 
Section  65 provisions could be implemented locally. The outcome of their 
deliberations was a decision to not take forward the scheme on the grounds that: 

• Software implementation costs were too high  

• The additional administration costs associated with verifying installs couldn't 
be justified and/or be made cost neutral  without raising other charges  

• The profile of customers was very limited as Energy Companies offered a 
greater incentive i.e free insulation measures  

• The Council offers a free energy efficiency advice service to assist residents 
obtain free/low cost insulation measures and to help tackle fuel poverty  

It should be noted that It is now recognised that the market has changed and that 
Energy Company schemes are now offering  very limited access, therefore 
Clackmannanshire is presently considering the need for a review of their position. 
 
Section 67 
 
The Council has a Renewable Energy Generation Relief discount scheme in place. 
Businesses may be able to get up to 100% off  their business rates if 
their scheme has arrangements in place that entitle one or more community 
organisations to: 

· at least 15% of the annual profit, or 
· so much of the annual profit as is attributable to 1 megawatt of the total installed 
capacity of the project (or more) 

 
More information on the scheme can be found at: 
https://www.mygov.scot/business-rates-relief/renewable-energy-generation-relief/ 
 
With regards to the success of the discount scheme, we've only had 2 companies 
that qualified for relief under the scheme. The first business received the discount 
during the period Dec 2010  to Sept 2014 ( thereafter they were no longer ratepayers 
in the district) and the second business received the discount between October 2010 
and Mar 2016 (the relief being removed following scheme changes that fell in line 
with Government guidelines). 
 
We don't have any current applications. 
 

https://www.mygov.scot/business-rates-relief/renewable-energy-generation-relief/
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It is not considered that the scheme has encouraged  any substantial take up. 
 
I sincerely hope that above assists you with your preparations for consideration of 
the Bill in the autumn and that you will not hesitate to contact me should you require 
further information. 
 


